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Thig is a copy of = sketch of the 1life of Andrew Jackson

Workman.

This copy was completed iIn September 193%6 by James Erickson
of the Historical Records Survey Project of the Works
Progress Administration at Ogden, Utah.

This sketch embraces the period from 1824 to 1870.
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whp wag the son »f John and Lydia Workman who was the

éoﬂ of Jacot and Tprkman.

A, J. Workman was born 1n the state of Kentucky, 3Zour-

won County, 9wl 15th., 1824. At the age of three or four

cears my ~ather Toved tc Tennssesse, Cverton vounty, and

cettled there and £pllowed farmine for a living.

ipout the year 1629, the first Jormon elder came %0

sur County O preach and father, mother, and most all of

my brothers ani sisgter were baptised oy Dewight Webster

and confirmed by 4. C. Smoot, anl in 1842 1 left home with

0. Smoot and travelsd into Sputh Carolina, and returned

[
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nome the camné Fear o lennesgee with 4. C. Smoot, and in

tae 3Spring of 1843, started with my father and family for

Nauvoo, mancock County,

2511 of 1845 my wother died alse, and in the spring

1—4
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n the
12 were called to £0 weat with the church.

A WE

0
I

s

Tut previous

sy prouvhet and Fatriapch, wers muriersd by a mot in Yarthage

Jail, June a7th, 1844 and 3riszham Young by tie voice of the

5

cnosen to lead twe churen, teinaz Presidsat of

-

people, was

nn them

'3

and the spitit of Joseph rested u

i)

es,

Twelve apostl

and he called 2all who wisned to Tlee with nim to the moun-

taing, and in sebruary, 1846, we commsneed t0 CrOSE the

viesgisainpi RIVED and travel west to the .iissouri River,

111., where the Liormons were settiing.

to thie Joseph Smith and Hyrum his brother,



I drivinz a team for John D. Lee andq 2, O, Benson to a3 placs
called “ount Pisgan. ‘Yhere stopped a while with ny ornther
Jacobt uniil my Tather came up, which was in June sometime,

I lived with nim until the Fiprst of July, then was called

Lo snlist with five hundrza otneérs in trhe unitss Statzss

Army to g0 to California top fight the spaniiardis and take

the country. 30 we wers mustered into scrvice under the
command of Uoloael 4llen, July 16, 1846, and in a few days
took up the line of msrch for Forg Leavenworth., (n the way
thers I was taken sich and came nesr dyinz., Ye arrived at
the fort, stayed there about wWseLs, got our arams, ete.,
and started for ualifornia, After lesving there, I got

well and was able $o stand guard in a few days. "e traveled
weet for three months and arrived in Santa'Fe, a Mexican
town., Stayed there a few dave, and started on our marech

a

13, al’ this time havinz to carry our

=
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again for oalifo

mugizets and clothing and equipaze, on short rations aat without

water sometires for two or three 1aye at 2 tire, and not

having enough to eat any of ths tize, g124 to get rawnide

to roast on tne coale and e4% as we marched along, I have
piclied

more than onee/up tie grains of corn that Tre officers horee

elobbered out, 31 zaton them, and could not z6% enough to

satisfy my apretite. So we traveled inc thie way until we

20t trhrouzh, bub the last few daye we had almoet nothing

to =at. But we got throush all alive and that was all, e

were nct only starved, tut we were almoet naked. e ar—ived




on -he Pacific Coast in Jan., 1847, I will hers say that &

b

srall company of the hastalion stopped nesr Janta fe, S0HS

neing siclk ~nd not able to 2o througn, the Doctor decided.

“then we arrived on the apast we wers guartersd o “un Diezo
awnile, Siien we wWenb 0 5en Louis 1issic. and held curselves
in peadiness t3 I ight tae  Speniards; ous L.oey did not have
)

the pluck to attac:s us. 30 we stayed on the coast until

. N N T N T 5 5 ) 3 . - -
our vear wWal W, Wilts wWas i July 15L7T. oome vers ciartered

nant 3arras. At the tive were we 10 ne d
me Lo LOS Anzeles znc TECElTQP‘OJT dischars
AToer we were oischarzsd, Cologsl blenenson n(3c8_ henson)
wished o company 0if one nundred of us
six or =i ht monihs, Ior he 34ievy of L
hed not yat been geclzred. 290
enlizted again under Cantain Dasls, ole of the Captaina
of =ha _ormon 3astalion. @ enlisted avout the first of

o T and twenty-five or LIITTY cthers
wars called no mursh €O San Louis [4ssion under toe command
o5 Lieutenant Sarras o vold tlob fort Irom b SranlarcsS.

R B : 4Ty = E N 23 Ty - R . -
ge stayed tusre intil She time the cischaris, a:o e marched

b

to San Dievo and wWere honorablie digchargss wnicn Was

April. 1iks, hnaving ser-ed in she Army of the United States

for cne veur and nine sontl.g, 1a wnat lled the lormon
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3antalion.
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After our discharge, I and sixteen others trent o th

ranc © Colonel Williams, an American, winlch was about

Aty or ninety miles nortawest. There we tookx o job of
ulldinz fences for Colonel Williams. The fence we made
was called adove Isnce. e made about three and one half
ziles of it. ‘e were to make Zour miles of it,

of the poys of the 3attalion, after t.elr discharie Irom

L]

4p the country Lo et work, and the ricn sold

mines were discovered, oV Two of the bHovs and sowme of the
3 -

the zold down and told us ol the discover, aad shovid us
o i 3 - - T e R - - - F e 1y el o~
some  of the sold ana we left our o3 and went up wo tne sold

mines Wit ThosSe WhO 3G S LoV AL TLOd U3 a50WT L

sold. e started ur in euzusy s owetime and arrived there

: ; PR Gale o g = . T e S - S
ie tuentt five or thirty davs. Ve founl sone wWorking in

T N ——

1 s L = P - 2.3 o~ ~
ruch for thrze or four weels, =or did any oI
b2 conpaniy male much Jur whnrss or foup wesas, nor ald any

‘ - - R T A - . loq o . JR .
of she company make rmuch in that time, oub we duz oub fuite

- - . = - - ! . L e S R
a2 Ioat of old. Sub if w00 2 LOon To 204G U3 wWihen wWe A4d

a ¢ollar a pound For flour, and =eat -ne same price
and other sninzs in proportion., I <id 20T m&lia rore
shano,o or turee hundrad dollors over Truo,  Toe Jirst tirse

o - T T e P B T s g o= . .
r four wee.s, 82 L taoulhy I wouls ciiznse my tliace and ry

Lo Mind pebter di
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ius and nmyseli, wnd i
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merican Aiver.
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We pitched our tent and went to work. For the first few

days we made tut little more than our board, byt as luex
would 2zve it, my partner anz I found a rich pocket of
gold, He aug up the dirt with his pilck and shovel, and I
washed it in 2 tin pan that would hold at least eight or
ten aquarte and in twe days I washed out about five thousand
Apliars in -0ld dust. e then divided our money ani
started Tor home in November, 10472,

We traveled zabout Tiftyv milss on our journey, and
amhile hefore we got to wherse we were going to camp, Bdwin
Corking, oaz of our company thoustt he would taxe a short
cut oy rollowing an Indian Trail, e nsver saw nim azain,
rit we Touni in Indisn on nis horse and killed nim then
took shs horsé.

Qur company consisted of myeelf, anti G. C. Workman,
my brother, and railander Fletcher, Jerome Zabrieke, Lot
Smith, Harold McBride, zdward ¥alker, Fhilo Carter
and Hyrum Fellowe.

e stopped and hunted for Urokins two or three days,
then went down a few miles to what was tnen called siormon
Tsland, bousght a few good rifles and other weapons and
ammunition and startzd for lowsr California some five or
eix hundred miles down from the Pacific coast to William's

ranch, thsre we stoprel to fit up to go to 32l Lake City,

Utah.



"e gtayed there a rew weeks until ibenezer Hanks come

in from s5alt Lake City, and %old us that it was not szafe
Por as small a company as ours to go to Salt Lake on account
of the Indisans. S0 we ctopoped awhile to get more company.
I and my brother, Cornelius and the iwo fellowe, »illiam

and zyrum, went %0 work on Colonel illiam farm, and conme
on:z stols five thousand dallars in gold dust from me and

my brother, Uornelius,

ALl
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e 4id not like to =zo homs with out any money, so we
1eft William's Tam which we had rented, and to the mines
2gain  in the spring of 1849, We worked iIn thse mines
szain about six monthe and 213 well. dlsde eight or nins
nundred 4sllars in good mules, with which we were pacxing

soods into the mouataine for the minerss. sut one morning

the Indians =zot up too sarly for us and got off withk our

-y

mules, aboubt Torty head telorging to myself and Wm. Peacock,
ard Uornelius .orkman, and atout 4s many more horses and
mules belonging to eome Texans whom vere camped cloee by.
They followed the lndians, but 3id not zet any of the
sanimals. [ was sick st the time an? not able to &0 after
the indians. So that 1lsft me broke again, T went to San
Francisco and went to work thsre. this was in ihe =pring

of 1650. T worked there <some A ve or six months, and

have not ~0% my oay yet. S0 I went to the mines again.

et Lh witn ahout the same luck until the spring
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0f 1832, Then I took 2 steamer for Lower California, abtout

iy nundred miles down the cpast to a place =allst »an



Bernardino, where the Mormons were settling. I stayed

there until the epring of 1853, then 1n company with Seorge
4, Wilson, John H. Rawlins and Zlmer Taylor, and othere,

I set out for Salt Lake City. Ve arrived tnere on the May
24th, and in June I got married to Rebtecca Dack, znd
started bvack to San Bernmardino, in September. Arrived there
in November, 185D, stayed there until Decemter, 1857 and
started for Utah Territory again, Arrived in Cedar City,
February 1858 staved here until October, then moved to
Tort Harmony in Kane County. Stayed there until January,
1659, then moved to Virgin City, Kane County, Utah, in

the aio Virgin Valley, for the purpose of raleing cotton
and fruit. On the thirtesn day of March szot shot in thne
Poot through the carelesspess of an Iniian setting Zown
his gun and its falling on my foot, which 13id me up atout

ive or eix months, January first, 1E8<l, found me on my

=N

feet azain ready for work. Tals year guite a lot of family
cams in from the northern settlements and settled with us.
I worksd on the water diteh, ete., untll June, then rented
my nlace and started with ay wife and two children for

Salt Laxe City on a visit. oStopped at Frovo a while

and workea, and then went on to the City. “¥orksd some
until October, then started for home. Arrived at home
alright in 1862, Torked on the water ditech and farmed a
1ittle, my wife Rebecca had a fine =onq torn, Jsune 1lZth.

e called his name Tilllam Manti after the clty of Manti
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in the book of Hormon., In 1864 worked on the water 4itch
and raigsed some cotton, wheat, etc., and started to build
me a house. BSurned the brick and hauled them on to the
ground, in 18650 I laid part of the walls of my ~ouse, and
on Chrietmas day was called to part with my wife kebecea.
She died in childbed. taking cold two or three days after
the child was born, and died in two or three more days.
The c¢hild was a fine toy, we called him Joseph James. ne
lived until Cecitober, then died and was buried by the side
of his mother, That left me witn three children, TLouisa
Zvelyn, and «anti, Seo, in 186 I thought T would get mzrried
again so I made 2 bargain with Mrs. Sariah i, Tagar, widow
of John fagar who 1ied {wo years tefore. e starsted for
331t Iake to gst married, March Jrd. =0t married on the
17tn, bty 7ilford Woodruf?f, =tarted feor home and arrived
tisrs all well, april 8, and fixsd and moved into our new
nouse before it was finigaed, but I managed to get the

roof on in a few months, and raised 2 small crop of cotton,
wheat, ete., and in December 1867 my wife, Sariah had a
fins boy. e called him Amps Jackson. In 1867 stayed at
homée and worked on the water ditches and farmed a litile,
and nad pleaty of fruit, apples, peaches, ete,, nothing of
much interest traaspired. 4n 1868 were tothersd very much
with our ditches to zet water to stay in them. 3Suf managed
to raise a1 toleratle zood crop. .y wife had another son

which we c¢alled wsephi Johnson btorn in July 9, 186EB.

8



%€ had a new 3Bishop appointed in place of Hephi
Johnson. John Parker wasg ordained under the hands of Erastus
Snow in 1869. I rented my itarm to my brother Jacob L.
znd took my wife and part of the family on a visit to (ache
Valley. e got our vieit out 124 started for home. Arrived

home in June of the same year; 211 well, found plenty of

[4e]

rasshoppers. They had eaten up all of our whesat and some
of our corn, hut we had plenty of fruit ani the late corn
314 toleratly well. 1in this year the great‘railroad agross
thé continznt was finished. I so0ld zy farm up the river

and brouzht one Aown nsszr home and farmed if mysclf, But
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gnoprers d4id us some Jamage; but we had 2 tolerably zood
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whneat , fruit aand so forta.
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ify wife had another fine son, 3eptemcer 3rd., 1570
2a-.d we ¢alled him Charles Adelbert. I erected my arbor
ard build a3 emall addition fto my houss and budded some fine
kinds of apples into my apple orehard. in 1871 I rented
my farm to i, L. Stratton and 4id oot raise much. Lost all
of our cotton ty the graeshoppers and the hoppers injured
tne fruii and other things soms.

I'nis same year Pres. Brigham Young, came down from
3alt Lake and stayed at 3t. George a month or so to see the
country and pre=ch to us. L made some more addition to my
house and improved my lot a little, and sot my timter to-
‘zether for my Bara, or the most of it. %e also this year,

commenced toco-+opersse with our etock on Kolob, and algo
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commenced a cheeseé factory on Kolob. Bishop John Parker

wae President of the herd and George Spillsbury was Vice
President, and wartin 3lack sseretary. vid tolerably well
for & beginning. In March 1872, 1 puilt a small house

and corral on my farm, and moved down there and put in oY
erop. L stayed there two monihe an* moved hack to towd,
and on the second day of July my wife, Sariah had another
fine son. e called him Bawin monroe. 1 Septemiter TF
wife sbarted to sSalt Lake City with =some éons John and
Joel wae soneé O°& nonth ani got cack a1l well, bGringing

5 lpad of zoods for our co-o- store. I staying st homs &nd
g farm and crchard, raigsd a toleratl; zood CTrop

cotton, fruit znid vnlasees. 2ut up IhE frameo®f

my parn in Ths £511. 4 also made ny first wine of any

Tn the spring of 1572 I started 10 improve my farm.

a Tznos at o cast and opsned 3 street or lane ‘etween
ws11iam Haslame farm and my OwWn. put in my c¢rops in the
Fields in the city ipt. L also suilded in some MOIE good

out =ome

iz}

Frait and made somse improvements on Ay lot ssttin
Aried fruit trees and vines, and 21s0 commenced to make me

on top of it. Lug out the cellars

]

5 cellar with a araaal

15i4 up part of the walls, and also toaried up the -arn
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ani pubt L€ roof on it: ind zatversd up OF ayop of iy,
aotton, wogat,. wul fruit nad 231l teed killed in
the eprins oy the frost, =znt all vut a few 2pples, wild plums

ard currants.
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Ia 1874 I started TO farring and improving oy lot.

3owed my wheat and £ixed up my fence anc cormenced o 1lay
ur the tall of T cellar and ©O fipish the cellar. 1In
arch Zrizham Young cane here and preached the order of
Tnoch, . or Hew Urder &9 we now call it. He, 3pizhahm You

Trophet told us %0 =0 into t.ols order & snd pub all iat it

O

+ =t we had and lapor for the Kinzdom of God, and not for

& ney Orasr &na Puc 211 into it
that we had and labor for the Tinzdon ~f 7od and not the

Hin-dorm ol the devil, g wers or onized into the new order

Lrizis and Albery Sepabton as viee Ires. ano fezv oghers Lo
act 45 ne 8 IATmeT, “Yead Girdner, ebc. L put all wnat
1it.le I nad in end lshored in the orLel all the season.
gid nmen Zinisa my cellar éni $oe zranary as 1 Lad rirst
inteunded Jor Ifrult of all tilzt kind Saav we hove ever oad
since wWe came 18re. Thous:nds oI Jogmels ol frult rotied
on the sround ror he want of help TO +alke care of 1tT.

Tn woue fall of toab Jfear we 2ound out NoW much as We
woc raised and waabt it dS vorth ia meney, and 1 then
found oub —ow much lsbor, O 20W AT desrs Wors had Deen
¢one, ana then e szsily told aod cmch wE mE.e @ duy. e
211 woried and o one VWas found idle lony 20 4 time. L1t
care Lo one ~ollar ard thirtzen cents =T gay afver all

LLas were LaUen 0ut. iz settlerent ~ad betueen 30 and
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40 Pamiliss. I was bothersi some in the latter part of the
season -y a complaint called the piles, tut not to hinder
me from work most of the time, INovember 18th. my wife had
anpother fine son, e called him Jacob Louis.

The plan we worked on in the grder was first year ws
gut in our eity lots and farms and worked all together,
and at the end of the season we got so much a day {1.12)
and 1lived on that, but some like myself with big families
éf small c¢hildren nad to liwe guite shors at some times.
But we managed to get zlong. The family dried the fruilt,
apples and peachss, and put on half in the order and kept
on half for family use.

Tp 1875 I wag =2ppointed to take care of and gin the
cotton belonzing to the New Order. it the beginning of
thig year wWs Were organized Aifferently from laast year,
we were orzanired zccording to the laws of the country so
that our Orier would stani the law of Territory, and we
were permitted to take our city lots an? raise all ws could,
ani turn what we 1idn't consums Or need in the families
to the ordar and azot credit for it under the first
orranization, our farms and eity lots were appraised and
we got ten per cent divided on our capital stock, tut as
it ig this year we do not gel any divideni on our city lots.
Copied by James Zrickson

December 9, 1355,



