Abraham (Abram) Smith Workman

Abram Workman, son of John and Lydia Bilyeu Workman, was born in Carlisle, Nicholas County Kentucky on 18 December 1822,  and died 27 October 1852 in Provo, Utah.

Abram joined the Church of Jesus Christ at the same time his father did, in Overton County Tennessee.   Baptized 22 July 1839 and confirmed a member July 30, 1839 under the hands of Julian Moses and Abram Owen Smoot.

Soon after Abram was 19 years old he married Martha Witcher and left Overton County with his bride, in company with his eldest brother Jacob L. Workman and his family.  They came to Nauvoo Illinois, where they might enjoy the blessing of the Gospel with other saints.  Here they each built a 2 story brick home on a parcel of land across the street East of the home of Heber C. Kimball, in 1843.

The 28 March, 1844 a little girl, Caroline came to bless their home.  They continued to live here until 1846 when they were driven into the plains with other Saints, exiles from their comfortable homes.  Martha was too frail to stand the hardships of such a rigorous experience and died as was buried by the wayside, a few miles before they came to the green valley Parley Pratt named Mt. Pisgah.  Jacob and Nancy helped him care for his little 2 year old daughter as he mourned the loss of his wife and mother to his daughter.  Some time later he met and married Polly Hess Hays, widow of John Hays.  She bore him two sons:  John Workman b. 1 Jan 1848 and Heber b. 1 Jan 1850.  Soon after Heber’s birth, Polly died.  Again Abram faced the future alone.  This time he had 3 small children with no one to care for them while he went out to earn a livelihood, which was necessary because he, like others, had left all security behind in Nauvoo.  Abram married a 3rd time to Mrs. Jane James Dack, widow of James Dack.  She was much older than Abram, but she could care for his young baby and the two other children.  He could help in providing for Jane’s family.  They continued to reside at Mt. Pisgah until the spring of 1851 when they left for the valley of the mountains, arriving in Salt Lake City in the fall of 1851. They lived at Salt Lake City for one year then, thinking they had better chances in Utah County, they moved to Provo.  One week after arriving at Provo, Abram died, leaving his three minor children with Jane Dack and her family.  Just how they got along we don’t know.  Heber was only 2 years old, John 4 and Caroline 8 years old.  Her father’s untimely death, made it necessary for Caroline to get out and find work in the homes of other people.  Caroline had such a sweet lovable disposition, so kind, true, chaste and benevolent, that her services were soon sought after.  She was such a dependable worker,  but the boys, being smaller, were more dependent for a few years.  After Caroline was married, they both found a welcome in her home.  Her husband was a brother to their mother.  John was 14, and Heber 12 when she was married so was quite self supporting by that time.

Jane Dack married Jim Powell sometime after Abram’s death.

(Here are some later notes, explaining why some children in the family of Abram and Martha were missing in the history above.)

Some years later I got the record of Abram Smith Workman and Martha Witcher Workman’s minor children who were born in Nauvoo (and) also died there…..all but Caroline Workman……………from Andrew Jackson’s family record.  Andrew Jackson Workman married Rebecca Dack, daughter of Jane Dack (who was).widow of James Dack.   Jane later married Abram Smith Workman (as noted above).   Andrew Jackson Workman got the record (of these missing children) from the Dack family.

This History was taken from the large Book of Research p53, back, belonging to Mary Elizabeth Workman Chidester (and later to Thelma Chidester Anderson, her daughter,  and still later to Mary Anderson Huffman, her granddaughter).  Permission to scan was received from Mary Huffman.

Typing from the scans was done by Larry Streadbeck, in August, 2010.

· The following note is added in 2010 by the typist:  Isaac M. Stewart Company Arrival in Salt Lake Valley: 28 August - 22 September 1852, with James Madison Chadwick (42), Hannah Workman Chadwick (31) & fam., also Abram Smith Workman (29) with Jane James Dack Workman (43) & children from several marriages (Source: Mormon Pioneer Overland Travel, 1847-1868 on LDS Church Site)

If this entry is correct,  then it would mean that they did not live “at Salt Lake City for one year” as noted above,  but only for a very short time before he died in Provo.

